Smith, 2


Name(s):  Charlie Smith (Father-36), Jenny Blue (Mother); Jesse Smith (Daughter-17); Jannie Smith (Daughter-15); Michael Smith (Son-11); Matt Smith (Son-3)

Reason for referral to Family Preservation: 

The State Department for Children and Families received a report of alleged abuse and neglect by Charlie Smith of his daughters Jesse (17) and Jannie (15) Smith.  Upon investigation, DCF learns that Mr. Charlie Smith (age 36), is a single parent who works two jobs and there are two other children in the home, Michael Smith (11) who has been diagnosed with autism and Matt Smith (3).  He is not around in the evenings due to working his second job and Jesse and Jannie are in charge of the younger kids.  Mr. Smith does not know what the kids’ day consists of and sometimes when he comes home, Michael and Matt are home alone.  Jesse has been skipping school, sneaking out and stealing from peers and stores.  Jannie used to be who Mr. Smith relied on to watch over Michael because they seemed to have the best relationship; however, recently Jannie has been leaving him home alone with Matt.  Mr. Smith does not know what to do with her and wants to “just take her to juvenile detention”.   
Mr. Smith did report he hit both Jesse and Jannie in the face recently.  He reports he was angry because he learned Michael, his son with autism was trying to make his own dinner, and somehow, Matt (3) burned his hand on the stove.  Mr. Smith reports when he came home and saw Matt had burnt his hand and the girls were no where to be found, he was irate.  When the girls returned home, they appeared to be drunk; he confronted them and he and Jesse got into an argument.  Mr. Smith reports he was so angry that the girls didn’t seem to care Matt was hurt that he hit them.  The girls confirmed this story.  

Mr. Smith reports he makes and enforces the rules at home and the kids are disciplined by being yelled at, grounded for months at a time, losing privileges, and occasionally being hit with a shoe or a hairbrush.  Jesse does most of the household chores, such as cleaning and cooking because her father is gone during the evenings.  Mr. Smith reports he feels guilty about putting all of the household responsibilities on the girls, but he needs to work two jobs because they need the money to survive.  He also reports the children’s mother, Jenny Blue, left them after they had Matt.  He reports it was too hard for her and their marriage after Matt was born because Michael required so much attention. Mr. Smith reports he does not know where Ms. Blue is at this time.   
Mr. Smith has lived at his current residence for four years.  He rents an apartment, and his housing is safe and stable.  This residence is a small, two bedroom apartment; Jannie and Jesse share a room and Matt and Michael share the other room.  Mr. Smith sleeps in the living room on a futon.  

Mr. Smith has the following monthly expenses: rent, utilities, car payment, car insurance, food, gas, and cell phone.  Mr. Smith earns $1,400 monthly through his employment.  He currently has $5,000 in past medical bills for Michael that is not currently in repayment.  

Mr. Smith owns a car, which is reliable.  It is currently insured and he has a valid driver’s license.  He does not have health insurance coverage for himself or the children; he takes them to Urgent Care clinics as needed.  

Mr. Smith is currently employed full-time at Encore Collections Agency.  He does collections for Toyota at this job, and has been employed there since October, 2008.  In the past two years, Mr. Smith has had four jobs.  The longest period of time he has worked at a job was eleven years as the manager of a Pizza Hut.  He left this job because he was “burned out” on the work.  The children’s maternal grandmother, Ms. Sally Blue, is a major support for this family and watches the kids on occasion.  She struggles with Michael’s behaviors at times, which is why Mr. Smith thought it would be easier for Jesse and Jannie to watch after the younger kids. 
Mr. Smith has stable employment and housing and he has initiated Anger Management classes on his own.  He would like to also take a parenting class for parents with autistic children, however, he cannot afford to at this time.  He also learned from his DCF worker that Michael may be eligible for services through the Community Developmental Disability Organization in their area; he is going to look into this more.  His mother-in-law has agreed to help him in the evenings with the children as long as the girls can help with Michael.  The Court and DCF have determined this family would be ideal for Family Preservation.  Mr. Smith has agreed to participate in Anger Management and family therapy; he has agreed his family needs help and he will work with Family Preservation.
Reason for referral for out of home placement:

The Smith family has had multiple reports in the past month alleging the physical and emotional abuse of Jesse and Jannie by their father, Charlie Smith.  The report indicates this past weekend; Charlie kicked Jannie in the ribs repeatedly and punched her in the nose.  The report indicates Charlie has been smoking marijuana in the evenings after work and his behavior is becoming more and more aggressive towards Jesse and Jannie.  The family has been working with Family Preservation over the past 3 months, however; Mr. Smith has recently refused services.  The children were placed in Police Protective Custody on January 1, 2010.  The biological mother, Ms. Jenny Blue, has not been actively involved in the children’s lives, and was recently found to be living in Oklahoma.  Jesse and Jannie reported to the DCF worker they are scared of their father because he is a drug addict and threatened to kill them if they informed anyone of what was happening in their home.
Jesse will be 18 in six months and does not want to go home to Mr. Smith.  Michael recently began receiving in home supports through the Community Developmental Disability Organization (CDDO) in their area and Ms. Blue learned the services would carry over into her home if she was an appropriate placement option.  Ms. Blue feels she will be able to manage Michael’s behaviors better with those supports.  
